There were significant decreases (P <0.001) in aibumin/ creatinine ratiosfrom 1 .14 (0.63-2.98)to 0.83(0.32-2.12) g/mol (median + interquartiie ranges) after 6 months (n = 97), and from 1 .64 (0.74-5.72) to 1 .00 (0.37-4.54) g/mol after 2 years (n = 89). The percentage of samples with results below the detection limit of the albumin assay (2 mg/L) increased from 5% to 21 % after 6 months and from 0% to 34% after 2 years. N-Acetylglucosaminidase/creatmine ratios decreased (P <0.001) from 520 (358-832) to 380 (263-695) U/mol after 6 months and from 520 Samples with albumin concentrations more than twice the normal range were still detected as abnormal after storage at -20 #{176}C; e.g., 18% were >5 g/mol (albumin/ creatinine) initially, with 17% >5 g/mol after 6 months of storage. We therefore recommend storage of unne sampies at 4 #{176}C for no longer than 7 days before assay. Albumin/creatinine ratios were also significantly decreased across the whole range of values by storage for 2 years (Table  1) Figure  4 ). This effect Samples >5 g/mol when fresh were never <2.5 g/mol after freezing. 
